
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CASTLE DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

 

CHRISTMAS 2018 

Brought to you by the Elective Group  

Of only FOUR S1 pupils!!!! 

with contributions from staff and seniors. 

Thanks to everyone who helped us! 

Merry Christmas! 



Meet The Editors! 

Lily My name is Lily and I’m in S1. My favourite hobby is walking my dog, a Cockapoo 
called Maisie. My favourite subjects are maths and home economics. Something you 
might not know about me is that I’m the youngest of seven children. I would like to 
be a beautician when I’m older. 
Favourite colour: purple 
Lucky number: 9 
Favourite person: my papa because he was always there to make me happy 

Chiara I’m Chiara, and I love talking to my friends. My favourite subject is English because 
Mr Davidson is the best!  When I grow up I would like to work for NASA or be a vet 
because I love animals. 
Favourite colour: royal blue. 
Lucky number: 84 
Favourite animal: a joey because they are sooo cute. 

McKenzie My name is McKenzie and I live and work on a farm with my dad. I love going to the 
Youth Club at Carlingwark. My favourite subject is maths because I like numbers. I 
would like to be a pilot when I’m older because I want to visit lots of different 
countries. 
Favourite colour: red 
Favourite animal: a sloth. 

Marisa Hi, my name is Marisa! I like going to the youth club and walking my dogs. My 
favourite subject is home economics because it’s relaxing. I have guinea pigs, who I 
love to look after and clap. 
Favourite colour: black 
Lucky number: 4407 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know…? 

Here are our editors’ fascinating facts: 

 Sloths are great swimmers! 

 Joeys are only 2cm long when they are born! 

 The captain of a plane is allowed to arrest people! 

 Egyptian perfume made from flowers, wine and honey was also used as a drink! 

 A male guinea pig is called a boar and a female is called a sow but they are not pigs and they don’t 

come from Guinea! 

 

 

 



 

 

Interview with Headteacher, Mr Smith! 

 

1. What were your first impressions of CDHS? 

My first impressions of CDHS were very positive.  My first day here was 4th December so the 

preparations for charities week and Christmas dances were all well underway.  The young people 

were very friendly and many made a point of saying hello and stopping to talk to me.  Bubbling 

along in the background of the above preparations were other preparations for Mr. Oswald’s 

retirement.  So the first few weeks of starting at CDHS were very festive as people readied 

themselves for end of term events.  One of the impressions that has remained with me has been 

the willingness of pupils, parents and staff to make this school as successful as possible and to make 

sure every young person feels welcome and safe in the school so that they are able to achieve their 

potential. 

  

2. Where is your favourite place in D&G? 

  

My favourite place in D&G is Port Patrick on a sunny day. 

  

3. What do you like doing in your spare time? 

  

In my spare time I enjoy a game of golf; I enjoy reading; I enjoy working in my garden and I enjoy 

visiting my own children who are based in Glasgow, Edinburgh and London. 

  

4. What has been your funniest moment at CDHS? 

  

I have had lots of funny moments at CDHS but probably the most entertainingly funny moment was 

watching last year’s S6 pupils perform their ‘through the years’ dance moves at the Christmas 

assembly for 2017.   

  

5. What was your favourite subject at school? 

  

My favourite subject at school was probably Physics, but as I was not very good at it I decided to 

study Chemistry. 

  

6. What age were you when you started teaching? 

  

I started teaching when I was 22 years young. 

  

7. Do you still have to do marking? 

  

Yes I still have marking to do, but now not as much as some teachers. 

  



8. Do you have any pets? 

  

I don’t have any pets at the moment. 

  

9. What would you like for Christmas?  

  

I have no idea what I would like for Christmas and it is driving my wife mad – perhaps I should get 

all philosophical and suggest ‘world peace!’, but let’s just go for chocolate! 

 

Thanks Mr Smith! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS: POETRY COMPETITION 

The Poetry Slam was a great opportunity for us. It gave us the chance to perform and listen to some 

amazing poetry while having fun with our friends. Our group poem was called “Loss” and it was a very 

emotional poem, nearly sending some of us into tears when we performed it! We had a couple of solo 

poems as well. Beth Peterson did her poem “Lucy Jones”, winning runner-up in the finals. Kelsey McGhie 

performed her poem “Identity” in the semi-finals, then Anya McCreadie went into the finals with her poem 

“Sunflowers”, which she had not practised for and which she wrote five minutes before we went onstage 

due to an emergency! The other teams teams’ poems were really good too. It was obvious that a lot of 

time and effort had gone into all of the performances. Just before doing our group poem, we were all very 

nervous. When we got onstage, however, I felt quite confident, and the others did too. In the end, we 

came fourth overall. Here is one of our poems – enjoy! 

 

Lucy Jones  

by Beth Peterson  

She took off her scarf and  

laid it round my neck, 

her fiery ginger hair wisps past my eyes and 

her warm gentle touch melts away the lies. 

 

  



My arms are made from twigs yet 

I long to reach out and find the  

tiny fairy clinging to the chain - 

Her brother bought the gift the  

day her dad left - movement so swift. 

 

I feel the pain in her heart 

trying to forget,  

she pretends she already does but 

I know the truth she's locked away -  

She whispered it in a song, that day. 

 

He left when she was 6, 

ran away without a word, 

without a goodbye or 'so long', 

she could picture his face though  

she acts like there's no trace. 

 

Her name was Lucy Jones and 

she made my body from snow, 

I know, it sounds childish but 

she needed me to be there; 

Life? It wasn't treating her so fair. 

 

The south London wind had hardened her face yet  

I could see the small smile breaking  

her rosy red cheeks stained with the shock of that day - 

She told me she remembered him as 

her eyes became dim. 

 

Lucy Jones made me from snow and 



my snow made Lucy Jones smile. 

I hadn't seen her happy face in a while but 

Lucy Jones made me from snow and 

my snow made Lucy Jones smile. 

 

 Editor’s note: a powerful poem. Well done – and keep writing! We hope to see more of 

your work in next year’s edition. 

 

 

Interview with Mrs Cook, our musical depute! 

1. What instruments do you play? 

I play the piano, guitar, ukulele, violin, drum-kit and recorder and also learned to play the clarinet and 

bassoon at school.  The clarinet made me feel dizzy when playing it so they gave me a bassoon instead – I 

think it was bigger than me! 

2. Who is your favourite composer? 

Oooh that’s a tough one!  It depends what mood I’m in and I like playing different things depending on 

what mood I’m in.  My favourite thing to play on the piano is Yann Tierson – he wrote the music for the 

film ‘Amelie’.  I also like playing Mozart and Beethoven sonatas and if I want to challenge myself I’ll play 

Bach as it really makes you think 

3. What were your first impressions of the school when you returned to CDHS as a teacher? 

It felt a bit surreal waking through the doors again – it doesn’t seem that long ago since I was here as a 

pupil!  The classrooms were a lot smaller than I remember! 

4. What is your funniest memory of being a pupil at CDHS? 

Oh goodness, too many to choose!  I think I spent most of my time having fits of the giggles! 

 Editor’s note: I was there. No comment…! 

5. What do you do in your spare time? 

I exercise a lot and like running, and doing metafit classes.  I’ve been in a book group for the last 15 years 

so we usually read one book per month and get together to discuss it.  I love going to the cinema although 

don’t go as often as I used to due to the distance you have to travel.   I also like going on holiday, especially 

to America; this year I’ve been to Tenerife, California, Florida, Caribbean islands and Las Vegas. 

6. What was your favourite subject at school? 

Music of course!  Best subject in the school. 

7. What is the best thing about D+G? 



I love living in D & G as the scenery is amazing all year round.  It’s got everything; beaches, beautiful 

countryside and so many walks and places to discover.  I love it because it is home. 

8. What do you want for Christmas? 

Sweets, pyjamas and smelly things from Lush. 

9. Who is your favourite author? 

I like reading Thomas Hardy books.  My favourite book is Tess of the D’Urbervilles.   I also like Irvine Welsh 

books and love the characters he creates, although some of them are not very nice at all! 

10. Do you have any pets? 

Yes, I’m a crazy cat lady.  I’ve got two cats called Stella and Misty.  Stella is named after my old cat Star who 

died a few years ago.  Stella means ‘Star’ in Latin.  Misty is called Misty because she has a ‘M’ shape on her 

forehead. 

 

Thanks Mrs Cook! 

 

 

Spending a lot of time on your phone?  

Find something else to do with Chiara’s guide to 

THINGS TO DO IN CD 
 Threave Castle Walk: find out history about Castle Douglas, spot an otter in the river, and see 

ospreys in summertime. It’s free, it’s beautiful, and it’s only a mile outside of CD. You can walk 

there past the football ground, following the path and taking the ‘kissing’ gate on the left after the 

chickens… Be safe near water! 

 Threave Gardens: enjoy coffee and cake at the café (or you could look at the lovely plants if you 

prefer…) 

 Bottom park and Skate park: try out your skills, meet new friends, and get some peace and fresh air 

at the beautiful bottom park! Enjoy the beautiful sunsets at Carlingwark Loch, follow the “lover’s 

walk” round the loch, over the duckboards, and through Mid-Kelton, and take some fantastic 

wildlife photos. 

 

o Editor’s Note: swans shouldn’t eat much bread – and NEVER mouldy bread. Feed them a 

healthier treat of shredded lettuce, celery, or potato. 

 



 The Hub: meet new friends, buy a snack, and enjoy a range of games such as X-Box, table tennis 

and air hockey. Also for Christians – some Bible study involved. 

 Swimming pool and gym: floaty family fun, sauna and work-out equipment (for 16 and over). 

Getting fit feels great! 

 Mad Hatter tea room: amazing ice cream milkshakes with whipped cream, marshmallows and 

sprinkles.  

o Editor’s note: personally recommended by our very own McKenzie.  

 Burghfield park: try out your basketball skills and play five-a-side football with the full-sized nets. 

There is also a play park for younger brothers and sisters, and dogs love the space! 

 The Fullarton: films, live plays, pantomimes, and theatre, opera and ballet streamed live from 

London’s West End! Find their catalogue online. 

 Birkland Park: new football pitch with sheltered seating, a slide, swings, tyre swing, and a great 

place to walk the dog. 

 The Top park: swings, climbing frame, roundabout, and a great place to spot people! Lovely place at 

Xmas. 

 Library and Art Gallery: free membership, a great range of books and films, free internet access – go 

and join (id required)! The art gallery has regular exhibitions of local art and crafts – a great place to 

buy unique gifts! 

 Community centre: a huge range of adult classes from language learning to arts and crafts, dog 

training, yoga and tai chi. Maybe someone at home wants to get involved! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Editor’s note: this picture is for our more mature readers’ appreciation… 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Finally tired of The Grinch? Not sure what to watch at Christmas? 

Look out for these classics, chosen by our very own Mr Davidson: 

 Editor’s note: it’s not possible to tire of The Grinch. 

 

Top Five Animated Films 

1. Toy Story (1995) 

 The first, full-length computer-generated feature film. 

2. The Lion King (1994) 

 Some of the best songs in Disney history. 

3. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) 

 Arguably the first feature length animated film. 

4. Spirited Away (2001) 

 An Oscar-winning Japanese production. 

5. Akira (1988) 

 The source material for a lot of Western action films. 

Top Five Family Films 

1. Home Alone (1990) 

 Not exactly a Christmas film, but it is set at Christmas like many great films are. 

2. Hocus Pocus (1993) 

 Another holiday, another classic. Is that Carrie Bradshaw singing? 

3. The Goonies (1985) 

 Before joining ‘Mr. Frodo’ on his adventure, Sean Astin had an adventure of his own. 

4. Jumanji (1995) 

 Speaking of adventures: anyone fancy a nice, quiet board game? 

5. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004) 

 Easily the best of the film series, it has pace, it has plot and it has atmosphere. 

Top Five ‘Scary’ Films 

1. Monsters Inc. (2001) 

 Monsters are literally harvesting your screams. Ok, Mike and Sully turn out to be really nice, 

but still, monsters are real in this film! 

2. The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) 

 Is it a Christmas film? Is it a Halloween film? Either way, that bit with Santa and Oogie 

Boogie is pretty chilling. 

3. The Neverending Story (1985) 

 A boy who loves books is drawn into one, where he must save the fantasy world from the 

darkness. No animals were harmed in the making, but the scene with Atreyu (the horse) is a 

real tear-jerker. 



4. Labyrinth (1986) 

 A coming-of-age tale. With Muppets. Some scary scenes, to be sure, but not as scary as 

David Bowie’s costume… *shudder*. 

5. Arachnophobia (1990) 

 A giant, highly deadly spider is accidentally brought from Africa to the United States where it 

proceeds to terrorise the local population. Only self-confessed arachnophobe Jeff Daniels 

can stop the madness. 

Warm Up This Winter with Lily’s Vegetable Soup 

 

 

 

Serves 4-6 

Preparation time: 30-40 minutes 

Cooking time: 30-60 minutes 

Dietary information: vegan 

Ingredients 

 2 tbsp vegetable oil 
 1 onion, peeled and chopped 
 1 garlic clove, peeled and chopped 
 1 fresh red chillies, de-seeded and chopped 
 1 potato, peeled and cut into chunks 
 500g vegetables, washed and chopped 
 1-1.5 litres vegetable stock 
 salt 
 freshly ground black pepper 

Method 

1. Heat the oil in a large saucepan, then add the onion, garlic and vegetables. Stir around to coat 

everything in the oil, then sweat very gently for 10-15 minutes. 

2. Add the stock and season with salt and pepper. Bring up to the boil, then simmer gently for about 20 

minutes until all the vegetables are tender. 

3. Blitz with the blender if you like. 

4. Start a debate with Hollie about the rights and wrongs of dipping food into liquid… 

Editor’s note: this last one is optional and may interrupt your lunch… 

Be safe and sound in the 
kitchen! Always ask an adult 
to help you. 

 

Going to college or 
university soon? Practice 
this recipe before you go to 
make sure you eat plenty 
healthy vegetables!!! 

https://www.bbc.com/food/onion
https://www.bbc.com/food/garlic
https://www.bbc.com/food/potato
https://www.bbc.com/food/vegetable
https://www.bbc.com/food/chicken_stock
https://www.bbc.com/food/salt


 

We                 Our School! 

A minute with our SCHOOL LIBRARIAN, Mrs Taylor 

Interview by Marisa Luescher 

MS Taylor  

Ms Taylor is our treasured school librarian. She has been a librarian for 33 years! 

Which books and authors are most popular with pupils? 

The “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” books by David Walliams are always being borrowed by pupils. Roald Dahl is 

one of the most popular authors – he has written so many entertaining children’s stories. 

What is your favourite part of being a librarian? 

I love books! I like being able to help pupils find the book they are looking for and to help pupils with 

research. I love just being around books in a nice quiet space. 

What do you want for Christmas? 

I’d love some really nice perfume and – of course! – some book tokens. 

 

Lily’s Easy Winter Warmer Recipe 

Choc-orange hot chocolate!! 

Serves One 

Preparation: 10 minutes 

Cooking time: 5 minutes 

Ingredients 

 150ml  dairy, almond, oat, or soya milk 

  50ml double cream (optional) 

 The zest of ½ orange (editor’s note: this is produced by scraping the peel – google it!) 
  50g Dark chocolate, chopped 

Method 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/milk
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/orange
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/orange


1. Warm the milk, cream and orange zest together in a saucepan until simmering. 
2. Sieve out the orange zest.. 
3. Pour the infused milk mixture back into the pan and add the chocolate. 
4. Stir until the chocolate has melted and is really smooth. Your mouth will be watering by this point. 
5. Pour into a mug and serve. 

 

 

 

Does Christmas leave in you need of an antidote to cheer and chocolate? 

Try a taste of our Senior Creative Writing Talent at CDHS with a slice of  

Holman’s Horror 
 

 Editor’s note: you might not want to stay home alone but rather watch Home Alone after 

reading this chiller! 

 

The Tormented by Sarah Holman 
 

“You didn’t do it… you didn’t kill her” he heard these words repeatedly echoing in his head as if 

he’d heard them a thousand times before and suddenly a man launches a chair across the room. 

“WHY DON’T YOU BELIEVE ME?! I KILLED HER!” he screams, clearly frustrated that no one would 

believe him. A woman looked at him from across the room, her gaze filled with sympathy, clearly 

saddened by this man’s state. “Please believe me… I killed her”. His voice was soft, almost fragile, 

as if he was about to break and then he did.  

“Julian?” a hand is placed on his shoulder, bringing him back to reality. “It’s okay, you’re not there. 

You’re in my office” the psychologist spoke softly. Julian blinks a few times and the room comes 

into focus. The white walls, with the same boring paintings he’d seen countless times and the storm 

coloured rug on the floor. It should feel safe, but nowhere really does anymore. His illness 

tormented everything… everywhere. 

Schizophrenia… the illness that had haunted Julian for years; the reason he had been seeing Doctor 

Murphy for five of those years. Out of the many psychologists he’d seen in the past, Andrew was 

the only one he completely trusted. This doctor had been a small miracle – he was the first and only 

psychologist who had pinpointed the exact balance of medication needed to keep Julian’s condition 

under control. Andrew made him feel human, and he didn’t attach the outdated and simply 

outrageous stigma to Julian that others so often did. He made him feel relatively normal.  

The doctor took in Julian’s appearance - his dishevelled dark amber mop of hair with his stormy 

blue eyes and the way he was sitting, hugging his knees to his chest on the couch, all made him look 

very much like a lost little boy. The psychologist snapped his fingers twice, getting Julian’s 

attention. “Do you want to talk about it? Do you agree with the police, even just a little bit” Andrew 

questioned tactfully. The little boy glanced at the psychologist and shrugged, shrinking even more 

into himself. Julian was feeling positively reticent today and he was struggling to find the words to 



express himself. His insolence was proving extremely frustrating to Andrew, all he wanted to do 

was gauge Julian’s exposure to the truth - to the real sequence of events. What both Julian and 

Andrew were completely unaware of was that someone, somewhere nearby was a lot closer to the 

truth than anyone could imagine. 

A piercing ring broke Sidney’s concentration and her place in the file she was reading went with it. 

“Goddamn it” she muttered, glaring around the room for the offending object which she soon 

worked out to be her phone. Unable to locate it, she began searching for it underneath the myriad 

of paperwork spread across her desk, finally coming across it just as it rang out. Glancing at the 

useful but irritating piece of technology, she scans the number on the screen and recognises it as 

the labs. Immediately, she calls them back. “You rang? I uhh, I’m uhm” she paused, shaking her 

head, trying not to let her impatience get the better of her. “I’m assuming that means you have the 

results?” she finished, calmly. She listened intently for a moment before speaking again, 

“interesting…,” she hummed, “I was right”. Ending the call, she sat heavily in her chair, absorbing 

the information she had just received.  

As the information sank in, Sidney unconsciously dialled her partner’s number, bringing the phone 

to her ear. He answered after three rings and Sidney instantly cut off his greeting as she excitedly 

told him about her discovery, “you know that hunch I had? Well, he did it. He killed Rae Peters”. 

Pausing briefly, she realised her partner had no idea how she had come to this conclusion. With this 

realisation, she launched into an explanation of how she had arrived at this outcome. “Right, okay, 

let me explain”. She took a deep breath before continuing, “So remember when we called in the 

psychologist - Julian’s psychologist - and we discussed Julian’s mental state in the days leading up to 

and after the murder. Well, you’ll remember he brought the patient’s medical records with him. As 

I flicked through it, I noticed his medication had been changed around the time of the murder, the 

day after, specifically. I thought it was odd but didn’t say anything. As we continued questioning 

Doctor Murphy, I noted that his responses were monosyllabic and that he was giving us as little 

information as possible. It made me suspicious and as the interview progressed, I began to get the 

feeling that not all was as it seemed. Anyway, while you walked the doctor out, I decided to pursue 

my hunch and took DNA from his coffee mug which I sent to the lab. Now jumping to today, I just 

got the results back and guess what?!” she paused briefly for effect, “His DNA matched the DNA 

found at the crime scene. He killed her. He’s the killer!” 

 

Thank you Sarah – keep writing!! 

 

 

 

To take your mind off the horror, here is a selection 

of quotes from HOME ALONE - who said it?? 

 

“KEVIN!!!!” 
 



 

1. "I made my family disappear."  

2. "Look what you did, you little jerk."  

3. "Kevin, you're such a disease."  

4. "Beat that, you little trout sniffer." 

5. “Keep the change you filthy animal!” 

6. “You’re what the French call ‘les incompetents’. 

7. “Fuller, go easy on the Pepsi!” 

 

Editor’s note: what’s funny about a child who is forgotten by his family after being sent to 

the attic for being cross when his mean brother ate the plain cheese pizza and then has to 

defend himself against two hardened criminals? 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for something different to read? Why not try some of 

the fab novels suggested by English teacher Mr Butler! 

Mr Butler writes... 

I’ve been asked to select my five favourite novels and say something about why I’ve chosen them. So, in ascending order of difficulty, here 

they are: ‘Goodbye Mr Chips’ by James Hilton is a book I re-read every couple of years. It is an unashamedly sentimental account of the 

teaching career of Mr Chipping (known as ‘Chips’ to his pupils) who spends more than sixty years teaching at the same school. I first fell in love 

with this book as a teenager growing up in South Africa, little thinking that one day I would follow the likes of Mr Chips in becoming a 

housemaster at a British public school. (Though I’ve never been tempted to spend sixty years in the same job!) It’s an easy read for all ages and 

has been made into a couple of very successful films.  

I’m a big fan of ingenious detective stories. The Sherlock Holmes tales of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle are of variable quality but the best are 

superb. However, this article is supposed to be about novels rather than stories. I think I’ve read more than half of the 66 detective novels 

written by Agatha Christie (the best-selling novelist of all time, by the way) and have rarely been disappointed by the intricacy of her plots and 

the in-depth characterisation of her detectives - Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple being the two best known. If I’m going to be pinned down to 

choosing just one book I’ll go for ‘The Murder of Roger Ackroyd’ which a few years ago was voted as the best crime novel ever by 600 authors 

of the Crime Writers’ Association. Why? Well, get to the last page and you’ll find yourself blown away by Christie’s ability to lead her readers by 

the nose.  

Charles Dickens is surely the greatest British novelist of the nineteenth century but many of his works are pretty heavy going for school pupils. 

Not so ‘Great Expectations’ which many of my classes have thoroughly enjoyed over the years. Written in the first person, it charts the adventures 

and personal development of a poor orphan nicknamed Pip. It contains a number of plot twists and boasts a colourful cast of unforgettable 

characters (Miss Havisham, Estella, Joe Gargery, Magwitch)but most of all it makes it onto my list because it is laugh-out-loud funny.  

Having spent a fair chunk of my life in uniform, novels about military conflict hold a special attraction. My contenders in this category would be 

‘All Quiet on the Western Front’ by Erich Maria Remarque (a novel of the First World War, told from the German point of view) and ‘Catch 

22’ by Joseph Heller (a heavily satirical novel about the experiences of Yossarian, an American airman during the Second World War.) Both are 

equally illuminating about the horrors of warfare but if I had to plump for one it would have to be ‘Catch 22’ because its humour so neatly 

captures the universal absurdities of military organisations. Characters such as Major Major Major, Doc Daneeka, Captain Aardvark and Milo 

Minderbender will live long in your memory.  

Finally, I can’t compile a list like this without including Jane Austen.  ‘Pride and Prejudice’ seems to be her best-known work these days 

(perhaps because of the successful film adaptation starring Keira Knightley, Rosamund Pike and Carey Mulligan) but I’ve always thought 



‘Emma’ the superior novel. Before she started writing this tale of rural matchmaking, she wrote in a letter that she was going to create a heroine 

“whom no one but myself will much like”. She is true to her word, yet the picture of the spoiled, meddling Emma Woodhouse is painted with such 

gently delicious irony that we can’t help but root for her despite her all too human foibles. As with the other four novels discussed above, I urge 

you to place ‘Emma’ on your own ‘books to read’ list! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Butler’s Top Five Novels 

 Goodbye Mr Chips by James Hilton 

 The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie 

 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

 All Quiet on the Western Front by  Erich Maria Remarque 

 Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 

 

 Emma by Jane Austen 

 

 Editor’s note: yes, he knows there are six titles here… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Emma by Jane Austen 

Decorate your own Christmas tree 

Print the template, design some Christmas magic, and submit your entry to E35 to enter our prize competition! 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Raising The Rainbow at CDHS 

Charlie Butler writes… 

Walking through the school, it is impossible to fail to notice the leaps and bounds that Castle Douglas High 

School has made in showing support for the LGBT+ community. From the rainbow flags plastering the walls 

of the corridors and the sign for the ‘SILENCE HELPS HOMOPHOBIA’ workshop left over from the S3 ‘Do the 

Right Thing’ day, to the rainbow lanyards worn by members of the support staff, there is certainly no 

shortage of proclaimed support for the community.  

It is clear also that our school is genuinely committed to making LGBT+ students feel safe expressing 

themselves as who they are, as in the Castle Douglas High School Anti-Bullying Policy one of the pledges 

made is to “raise awareness of LGBT amongst young people and staff”, which is done partly through the 

fantastic work of the students and teachers on the LGBT committee, and the many assemblies and 

fundraisers which they have the initiative to organise.  

Granted, there are still things which could be improved and steps still to take – there is, as of yet, no 

designated gender-neutral bathroom or changing room available to nonbinary students, and boys are still 

made to dance with girls in the much anticipated (and dreaded) social dance block of PE. However, it is 

certain that Castle Douglas High School recognises the vital importance of making LGBT+ children and 

teachers feel safe and supported, and this is one thing about our school which I am immensely proud of. 

 

Thanks Charlie! 

 

McKenzie’s Christmas Song Quiz  

Here are 10 Christmas songs.  Match the artist to the song! 

 

1 Last Christmas     
 

2 Santa Baby 
 



 

Ertha Kitt 

Chris Rea  

Jona Lewi  

Wham 

Bing Crosby  

Dean Martin  

Andy Williams  

Slade  

Brenda Lee 

The Pogues 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally…, a note from our contributors! It’s been great fun and a good learning 

experience putting this newsletter together. We are already planning the Easter Edition! We wish everyone 

at CDHS and everyone who contributes to our fantastic school  

Merry Christmas 

AND 

Happy New Year!!! 

 
 

 

3 Let It Snow, Let It Snow 
 

4 Merry Christmas Everybody 
 

5 Baby It’s Cold Outside 
 

6 Driving Home for Christmas 
 

7 Fairytale of New York 
 

8 Stop The Cavalry  
 

9 Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree 
 

10 It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year 

 


