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Dear Parent/Carer 

 

S6 Pupil Options for Session 2019-20 

 

Your son/daughter will have brought home an S6 option form to make subject requests for next 

session.  As you will see from the option form we have tried to provide as wide and varied a set of 

options as possible allowing young people to choose subjects from National 5 level all the way up 

to Advanced Higher.  There are also a range of wider achievement opportunities to help young 

people demonstrate their learning in new contexts that will be relevant for completing job, college 

or university applications. 

 

The number of choices that each young person should make really depends on the individual and on 

the level of subject being chosen.  For example, if a young person is only choosing National 5 

subjects then they would be expected to choose one National 5 subject from each column A-E.  

Similarly, if the choices being made are a combination of Higher and National 5 courses then the 

young person should make a choice from each column A-E 

If the young person is choosing only Higher subjects then they would make a minimum choice of 4 

Higher subjects from 4 of the columns A-E; they can choose 5 Highers if that is what is required. 

 

When a young person chooses to select Advanced Higher courses then there is more of a 

negotiation to ensure that they neither over commit themselves nor under commit in terms of time 

available to meet the demands of the courses and ensure a meaningful S6.  The general rule of 

thumb would be that the young person should be choosing a minimum of 4 courses.  However, if all 

choices are at Advanced Higher level 3 courses would be the acceptable level of contact.  

 

YASS is an opportunity provided by the Open University for young people to experience the level 

of study that is expected in the first year of a university course.  YASS stands for Young Applicants 

in Schools Scheme and these courses are designed to help support the transition from school to 

university.  Generally pupils should only embark on a YASS course if their S5 Higher results have 

provided them with the entry requirements for the course of their choice.  YASS will not form part 

of the entry requirements offered by a university but can feature in a personal statement.  You can 

find out more about YASS from their website: http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-

applicants-schools or from Mr. Cathro who has copies of the YASS brochure. 

 

http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools
http://www.open.ac.uk/scotland/study/young-applicants-schools
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You will also see from the option form that we have not been able to offer Advanced Higher 

Courses in Science subjects.  The reason for this is that we currently do not have a science 

technician in school.  There is an advert running to try to recruit a science technician but as of yet 

we have not had any applicants. We could not confidently set young people off on the study of a 

science at Advanced Higher level only to come to them in August to explain that they could not 

complete the course due to lack of technician support.  We have made enquires at Kirkcudbright 

Academy and Dalbeattie High School, there may also be an offer from ‘The Bridge’ in Dumfries 

but none of this has as yet been confirmed.  However, we will try to ensure any young person who 

is keen to follow an Advanced Higher science course is able to access this in another location.  If 

our own science technician situation resolves we will be back in touch with pupils and parents to 

revisit the curricular offer. 

 

As always young people will change their minds about the courses they want to follow and when 

their SQA results land in August they may again want to change their options.  This is something 

that we will continue to try to accommodate as we want all young people in courses that are right 

for them that will lead them to a positive post school destination.  However, the new timetable starts 

in June so we try to make the month of June as positive an experience as possible keeping in mind 

that, for S6 pupils, options may have to change in August. 

 

A copy of the S6 option form is available on the school website if your son or daughter has lost 

theirs or would like to download another copy.  We ask that all options forms are returned to the 

school by Friday 5
th

 April 2019. 

 

If there is anything you would like to discuss re options for S6 please do not hesitate to be in 

contact with me at the school. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 
J Smith 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 


