
OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

S3 Subject Preference 
2020-2021  



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

Dear Young Person and Parent/Carer, 
I am sure you will understand that his year’s subject preference procedure is 

very different from previous years.  

We thank you for your patience and we are keen to ensure that you are not 

disadvantaged in any way.  

This PowerPoint will contain information about the process, key information 

about what you can and can’t do, the preference form itself and 

explanations about each column.  

Please take time to read each slide as they all contain crucial information.  
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Background Information 

 
As young people move through the Broad General Education (S1-S3) they are 

given the opportunity to personalise their timetable in S3.  

This gives young people the chance to chose a subject and study this subject 

in more depth.   
It is important to understand that young people cannot opt out of curricular 

areas at this time. As part of the BGE they must continue to study in each area. 

These curricular areas are explained later on.  

In S4, pupils can elect out of areas, but not at this stage.  
Class sizes are restricted to 30 in non-practical classes and 20 in practical 

classes. As a result of this pupils are asked to make 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices.  

Whilst we try to give pupils their 1st choice, this is not always possible – this does 

not mean they cannot take subjects later on in the Senior Phase.  
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This document 
is an 
important one 
about how we 
move forward 
from S3 to the 
Senior Phase. 
It will be 
explained over 
the next 2 
slides.  
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Teachers will be asked to 
assign each young person 
a CfE level at the end of S2 

In some faculties pupils 
will be required to have 
achieved CfE level 3 or 
above to ‘specialise.’  
If they have not achieved 
Level 3 young people will 
continue with a course to 
help them work towards 
Level 3.  

All subjects are designed in 
a way to allow young 
people to make 
progression into the Senior 
Phase.  

Details about the routes 
through the Senior Phase 
are on the following slide.  
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At the end of S3 pupils will 
again be assigned a CfE 
level. 

As you can see there are 
various different paths for 
pupils to follow in the 
Senior Phase.  
Please note, pupils may 
make more progress in 
other subjects and as such 
be working at different 
levels.  

There is progression possible 
at all times for all learners 
and staff will inform pupils of 
possible paths.  

Young people’s end point 
is a crucial consideration.  

All young people have an 
individual journey which is 
correct for them 
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Column A and B are very 

straightforward. All pupils 

must continue with Maths 

and English until the end of 

S4.  

You will receive 4 periods a 

week of both subjects in S3.  

Column A and B  
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Column C  

In S3 you must continue with at least one 

Modern Language.  

 

You only need to make a 1st and 2nd 

choice in this column.  

You will have 3 periods a week of column 

C in S3.   
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Column D 

In S3 you must continue with at least one 

Science. Some pupils may be identified by 

staff to study Environmental Science to 

develop skills to best prepare them for S4.  

 

You will have 3 periods a week of column D 

in S3.   

There are 2 Biology classes in this column. 

This is why it does not appear in the Free 

Choice column.  
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Column E 
In S3 you must continue with at least one Social 

Subject.  

Some pupils may be identified by staff to study 

Social Subjects where they will focus on History, 

Modern Studies and Geography to develop 

skills to best prepare them for S4.  

 

You will have 3 periods a week of column E  in 

S3.   

Modern Studies only appears in this column.  
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Column F 
In S3 you must continue with at least one 

Technology subject.  

 

You will have 3 periods a week of column F  in 

S3.   

 

You can also choose French if you would like to 

do a second language. There is the option to 

request a technology subject in the ‘Free 

Choice.’ 
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Column G 
In S3 you must continue with at least one 

Expressive Arts subject.  

 

 

You will have 3 periods a week of column G  in 

S3.   
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Column H and I  

In Column H and I there are a number 

of different subjects. You are able to 

pick any of the subjects as long as you 

have not chosen them already!  

 

Remember you cannot choose 3 

subjects from the same faculty area 

e.g. Science, Social Subjects, 

Expressive Arts or Technologies.   

 

You will have 3 periods a week of 

each subject.  
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Other Subjects 

The rest of your timetable will be made up of 3 periods 

of Physical Education, 1 period of Personal and Social 

Education, 1 Period of Religious and Moral Education 

and 1 period of Employability.  
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Making a request  

At the bottom of most boxes you will see that you have to make a first, 

second and third choice.  

Classes are restricted to numbers and if there are too many for one subject 

you may not get your first choice.  

 

Where possible we will do our best to meet requests, however, this is not 

always possible.  

Please remember if you are unable to do a subject in S3 it does not mean 

you cannot do that subject in the future.  

Please ensure you complete your 1st, 2nd and 3rd choice where asked. 

Incomplete forms will be returned.  



OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 

Please remember  

This is not subject choice 
for SQA so: 

You can’t do 3 Sciences / 
Social Subjects / 
Expressive Arts / 

Technologies in S3 you can 
in S4  

Because people change their 
minds about what subjects 

they want to do we 
encourage you to keep as 

wide a range of subjects as 
possible.  You can change 

your mind in S4.  
However, we recommend 

you stick with as many 
subjects as possible.  

You can pick up subjects as 
you go through the Senior 
Phase. Not doing a subject 

in S3 does not close the 
door forever.  

Listen to the advice you 
are being given. We have 

your best interests at 
heart and are trying to 

help.  

Pick subjects where you 
are successful and enjoy.  
Don’t pick subjects to be 

with your friends. 
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Please email your form to this address:  
 
gw08officecastle2@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 
 

When submitting via email 
please use the following format. 
 
Please state in the Email subject 
box and at the bottom of the 
email  –  
These are the requests for PUPIL 
NAME.   

mailto:gw08officecastle2@ea.dumgal.sch.uk
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Please email your form to this address:  
 
gw08officecastle2@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 
 
Please submit by Friday 15th of May 

When submitting via email 
please use the following format. 
 
Please state in the Email subject 
box and at the bottom of the 
email  –  
These are the requests for PUPIL 
NAME.   

mailto:gw08officecastle2@ea.dumgal.sch.uk
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