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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I hope that you have coped during the period of lockdown and that you and your family are well.  The good news is 
that the Scottish Government has agreed that, in the context of the greatly improving national health situation, the 
balance of risk is now viewed as strongly in favour of young people returning to school full time.  
 
I can now confirm to you that plans are well under way to re-open Castle Douglas High School full time and that 
pupils will start to return to school from the 12th August 2020.  However, if you have had the opportunity to pass 
Castle Douglas High School recently then you might be aware of the large amount of building work that is taking 
place.  Most recently British Gas have also been replacing gas mains into the school and along Dunmuir Road so the 
school resembles less of a building site and more of a bomb site at the moment.  
 
Pre-Covid 19 and before Corona virus was even being spoken about as a threat to our society,  I had written to you 
to explain that there were plans to carry out some major renovation work at the school involving removal of 
asbestos, replacement of windows, installation of new lighting and the redecorating of classrooms.  Over the last 
few weeks, since lockdown was relaxed, a great deal of this work has been happening but it does mean that the 
space available in school has been compromised as we will not have access to some classrooms and will have to 
make use of alternative spaces and temporary portakabin classrooms.  Further work to remove more asbestos will 
take place during the October holidays and work is also planned to close down our assembly hall and gymnasium to 
renovate these spaces.  This is a major disruption to the normal work of the school but by working with the 
contractors and through careful timetable planning the impact on learners will be minimised. 
 
The first consequence of all of the renovation work being carried out is that we will have a phased return to school 
for each of our year groups.  On Wednesday 12th August only the new S1 pupils will attend school.  This is because 
they have missed out completely on the transition that they would normally have experienced before the school 
holidays and will need to have quite an intensive session to explain how the school works, how to move around the 
school and to meet their new teachers.   
 
On Thursday 13th August S1 will attend and go straight to their timetabled classes, S4, 5 and 6 will start.  S4 will go 
to the gymnasium on arrival to school; S5 and S6 will go straight to their period 1 class which is a double period, 
they will be reminded through Teams what subject and which classroom to attend.  S5 and S6 will go to the 
gymnasium at the start of period 3.   
 
On Friday 14th August S1, S4, S5 and S6 will attend and go straight to their period 1 classes.  S3 will return and 
should go straight to the gymnasium on arrival to school.   
 
On Monday 17th August S1, S3, S4, S5 and S6 will attend and go straight to their period 1 classes on arrival.  S2 will 
return and should go straight to the gymnasium on arrival. 
 
Each session in the gymnasium will be to issue timetables and outline the Covid19 safety procedures that they must 
adhere to in school.  From Tuesday 18th August all pupils will attend and follow their timetables. 
 
While these arrangements outline a phased return to school, learning for all pupils will resume on Wednesday 12th 
August and pupils who are not in school will have learning available on Teams. 
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When pupils return to school they will not be returning to the same school and the same routines as were in place 
before lockdown.  In school there will be enhanced cleaning taking place all day, every day, to ensure that major 
‘touch’ areas such as door handles, stair bannisters and toilets are regularly cleaned.  Anti-viral wipes will be 
provided for pupils to clean down work areas, computer keyboards and mice and any other classroom equipment 
before and after every use.  If pupils want to wear a face mask in school then that will be acceptable, staff too may 
be wearing face masks or face shields in the classroom.  Our government and influential scientists continually point 
out in the press that Covid19 has not gone away and that, as young people and teachers return to school, we still 
need to be aware and cautious about the risk that the virus presents.    To that end I want to enlist your support as 
parents and carers to help us to ensure that young people follow the guidance given in school that is designed to 
keep us all safe.  We will be explaining to pupils about the need for hand hygiene, the use of sanitisation stations as 
they enter the building, the need to strictly adhere to the one way system of movement that will be explained to 
them and the overarching requirement that they cooperate with the staff of the school at all times to ensure the 
safety of all school users.  We will not accept any form of behaviour that threatens or is perceived to threaten the 
Covid19 safety of other school users.  Please make this very clear to your young person before school starts. 
 
Castle Douglas High School and Dalry Secondary will be treated as a single Covid 19 safe ‘bubble’.  This will mean 
that both pupils and teachers will be able to work between the two sites safely.  A risk assessment has been 
completed to outline the safety requirements that make this possible, these are mainly to do with hand hygiene 
and travel taking place in Covid19 clean transport.   Scottish Government guidance is that school buses are to be 
considered part of the school estate and there is no requirement for distancing or masks, however, the school is 
not involved in arrangements for transport to and from school but we expect arrangements to be communicated 
directly to parents from the local authority 
 
Before lockdown, a large number of our young people were in the habit of going into Castle Douglas and 
particularly to Tesco during the lunch break.  While I am not able to ban this, I would again like to enlist your help 
to discourage young people from leaving the school premises at any time during the school day as that will only 
increase the opportunity to compromise the Covid19 security of the school and the potential to bring the virus back 
into your home environment.  Please think about asking your young person to use the school canteen or to bring a 
packed lunch in order to keep the school environment as safe as we can possibly make it. 
 
School uniform should be worn as usual. 
 
In the midst of all of this planning for returning to school I would like to close on a very positive note.  Young people 
across the country have now received their SQA results and while the press has made some very negative 
comments about the issue of results, the young people of Castle Douglas have again done themselves proud by 
achieving an excellent set of results.  Across the board the attainment of the young people of Castle Douglas has 
improved against all local and national measures.  I want to congratulate them for their hard work and to 
congratulate their teachers for their hard work in producing accurate, reliable and robust estimates of attainment 
for SQA.  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
J Smith 

Head Teacher 
 


