
Castle Douglas High School 

Parent council meeting 

15th February 2023 

Present: 

Helen Keron; Kimberley Hiddleston; Eileen Hope; Shani McMiken; Mairi Henderson; James Smith 

Apologies: Sara Dutton; Debs Nelson, Dawn Campbell, Sara Barbour 

Item:  Action: 

Matters Arising:  
Helen said she was still to do update on Facebook re ‘thanks to parents for 
donations, and the Turing Trust laptops’ 
 
Photos to be sent to Turing Trust – Mr Smith confirmed that he has done this 
and received reply. 
 

 
Helen 

Windows: 
Helen contacted Laran Foss, DGC Properties, for update on timetable; 
windows and disabled access.  LF did not have the confidence that this would 
be completed by end August – what is our back-up plan? 
It needs to be done by August – agreed to escalate to the Councillors. 

 
 
 
 
Mairi 

Laptops: 
As per previous updates, laptops are now in place and being used by students 
– great resource. 

 

Rotary Group: 
Cliff Robertson, Rotary Group, had contacted Helen re ‘ebay shop’ style 
project that he wanted the school pupils to help with.  Agreed that this is not 
possible within the current capacity for the pupils and children, nor the 
storage required.  Agreed it would need 1 FTE person to manage the project.  
Rotary would have to lead; we could socialise the opportunity with the pupils 
for them to engage with the Rotary directly in their spare time.  Helen agreed 
to respond to Cliff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen 

Dalry Parent Council: 
Helen updated Parent Council at the last meeting and re-iterated request 
tonight.  All agreed that there were no downsides to working together; and 
even a potential for both High Schools to work together to draw down 
Community Council funding.  Helen to take forward with Dalry PC Chair to 
arrange a joint meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
Helen 

DSM Budget:  
Energy costs are covered by DGC centrally and not within the School’s budget. 
Budget – transport budget that was secured 3-4 years ago by Parent Council 
has now paid last instalment to the school. 
We need to look for other funds that Parent Council can apply to for funding 
or subsidising transport costs for trips so that these costs are not put on to 
the families.  The previous grant was £10,000 and has been drawn down over 
3-4 years. 
Furthermore the school minibus has approx. 1 year of funding left, so we will 
need to consider raising funds that pay for this too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 



All members to look out for / research possible funding opportunities e.g. 
Joint Community Councils; windfarm money, fundraising activities 
 

Tech / Art / HE Subjects: 
Underspend received from DGC on staffing, so have been able to reassign and 
spend on equipment for the above subjects to stop practical work in these 
subjects. 
Need to bear in mind, that this will be an ongoing requirement so will need to 
build into annual pot that Parent Council may need to fundraise for 

 
 
 
 
 
All 

Staffing: 
Mr Smith provided staffing update.   
This will be included in his report which he will circulate separately. 
Miss McQuade – PT teacher and Pupil Support Solway 
New foreign language teacher appointed 
Science technician appointed 
Mr Ingram appointed to Pupil Support 

 
Mr Smith 

Parent Meetings: 
Parent Information Evening - All present who attended agreed that it was a 
fantastic evening with a lot of useful information that helped provide clarity 
to parents.  Agreed that these should be held annually with similar topics. 
Options Evening – Tuesday 21st Feb – options evening for S1 and S2 parents to 
come along and learn about the changes the school are making to the Nat 4/ 
Nat 5 teaching process. 
Email link was sent out to all parents 

 

Prelims: 
Completed at all levels now. 
Further assessments will be in mid March. 

 

Additional Support Needs:  
Waiting on information on what the support allocation will be for next year.  
Mr Smith will update at next meeting 

 
 
Mr Smith 

Finances:  
Eileen updated the group that the account has £1,272.57 
Incldues:  

 D&GC allocation 22/23 - £205.20 

 D&GC allocation 21/22 - £206.20 

 Parent Donations - £480 
 
Agreed that we need to raise funds to add to the account to allow Parent 
Council to give school funding for transport costs, etc. 
 
Suggestion of developing Hampers and raffling them off during June – to 
discuss in more detail and action at next meeting 
 
Agreed to allocate £600 of current pot to CDHS for draw down as required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
Eileen / Mr Smith 

Accelerated Reader:  
This subscription has ended following costs v benefits review. 
English Department have plans for what will replace this – Mr Smith to update 
at next meeting. 

 
 
Mr Smith 

Cash / Cheque:  
A parent has asked the Parent Council if it is possible to pay for trips, etc to 
the school via BACS transfer.  Mr Smith to find out and report back. 

 
 
Mr Smith 



Survey: 
Helen confirmed that she will finalise this and circulate 

 
Helen  

Facebook Group:  
It was raised with the group that there are 2 Facebook groups for CD Parent 
Council.  Mairi was a member on both and so messaged the older one asking 
parents to move over to new one.  Please check if you are on the right one – it 
should be ‘CD High School Parent Council’ with a green chair as the profile pic. 

 
 
 
All 

Awards:  
Mr Smith asked the Parent Council if they would consider giving money to be 
handed out with the Awards this year.  Suggestion was made to give £10 
Amazon voucher rather than cash.  Mr Smith to let us know all of the award 
categories and Parent Council can discuss and agree at next meeting. 

 
 
 
Mr Smith 
All 

Date of Next Meeting: 
Wednesday 19th April @ 6:30pm 
 
Mairi to notify Councillors of date and time 

 
All 
 
Mairi  

 

 


